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Labourists, several of whom had already offered to resign.
It was contended by a very influential Tory newspaper that
MacDonald was not a suitable candidate because the Univer-
sities should be represented by someone who had had a close
connection with academic lift*,
*  Mr.   MarDonuld   has   been   a   propagandist,   a  fierce
partisan ami Parly louder, and that is not the sort of person
that should represent the academic life of the nation in the
Houses of Parliament/
A Press storm against MacDonald blew up at this time.
Scottish, newspapers had leading articles on the question and
the correspondence columns were full of letters from indig-
nant; 'Tory voters,, protesting against the c attempt to prostitute
the constituency * by foisting MacDonald upon it.
c In our view/ said a most important Glasgow newspaper
in a leading article, * Mr, MacDonald is an unsuitable candi-
date in every respect, and it seems to us that the way in
which ho has been practically forced upon the Universities
is deplorable. If Universities are to be a happy hunting-
ground for politicians who cannot find seats elsewhere,
the time will come when the Universties* franchise will be
abolished because it cannot be justified.'
Here is another quotation.
* It i% indeed, fortunate that neither of the two Labour
Governments over which he presided was able to end the
existence, of University seats ;  otherwise there would be no
haven of refuge for the man who was rejected by the workers
of Scaham Harbour, whose chances of winning any other
industrial seat in the land arc nil, and who can only be sure
of winning even the Scottish Universities9 seat provided that
the Tory' electors are prepared to rally to Mr. Baldwin's
call*
What exposed the whole sordid business as a flagrant act
of political jobbery was the fact that MacDonald had always
been a violent opponent of the University franchise. He had
even sponsored a Bill which demanded its abolition. When
the Representation of the People (No. a) Bill was before Par-
liament in 1931, MacDonald spoke very strongly against the
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